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ENTREPRENEURIAL TRAINING GRANT (ETG) PROGRAM

Commerce has partnered with the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) to develop a pilot program
designed to help individual entrepreneurs and small businesses throughout Wisconsin. Under the Entrepreneurial
Training Grant (ETG) program, Commerce can provide applicants with a grant to help cover a portion of the cost of
attending SBDC’s new Entrepreneurial Training Course.

It is anticipated that after completing the coursework, entrepreneurs will have a comprehensive business plan that
fully evaluates the feasibility of the proposed start up or expansion. In addition to formalizing an entreprencur’s
goals and objectives, the business plan will be critical to the applicant’s ability to attract the private financing
necessary to implement the plan.

THE APPLICATION PROCESS
The Entrepreneurial Training Grant (ETG) application
process involves the following steps:

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS
The applicant must be a Wisconsin resident.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

Eligible Tuition Costs are limited to the tuition charged 1. Interested applicants must first talk with a SBDC
by the SBDC to attend the Entrepreneurial Training Coordinator. The SBDC Coordinator will discuss
Course, including FastTrac. The maximum funding the course curriculum and walk the applicant through
available is 75% of Eligible Tuition Costs. the ETG application manual.

MATCH REQUIREMENT 2. The applicant will complete the application manual
and submit it to the SBDC Coordinator. The SBDC
Coordinator will submit the completed application to
Commerce for review.

Applicants will be required to provide a cash match of at least
25% of the Eligible Tuition Costs.

FUNDING LEVELS

Although Commerce has allocated $100,000 to this pilot
program, it is anticipated that there will be more demand
for ETG funds than there are funds available. As a result,
the application process is competitive and not all projects
can be funded. Furthermore, while Commerce can
provide up to 75% of Eligible Tuition Costs, the actual
level of participation, if any, is determined by an
underwriting process that utilizes the following criteria:

3. Commerce will either:

A. Deny the proposal, in which case the applicant
will receive a letter outlining the reasons for
denial.

OR

B. Approve the proposal, in which case the

applicant will receive notification of the award.

4. If approved, the applicant will then enter into a

Project Viability formal contract with Commerce.

o Work Experience - Does the applicant have at least 2
years of relevant work experience?

e Education/Training - Is the applicant’s education
and/or training relevant to the proposed business

venture? NOTE 2: The ETG program cannot be used to reimburse

NOTE 1: The ETG program is a pilot program with
limited funds. It is important for applicants to recognize
that not all applications will be funded.

e  Credit History — Does the applicant have an
acceptable credit history?

®  Available Capital - Does the applicant have the cash
reserves (equity) necessary to invest in the proposed
business?

Other Factors

o Community Benefit — Will there be a positive
economic impact upon the local community?

o Competition — Will the proposed business have a
negative impact upon other local businesses?

o Area Demographics - Will the proposed business be
located in a target area?
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applicants for activity that has already begun. Therefore,
applicants must receive approval from Commerce prior to
beginning the course.

-Visit our web page address at http.//www.commerce.state.wi.us-
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Wisconsin
SBDC Network

UW-Superior

UW-Eau Claire UW-Green Bay
—

UW-Eau Claire SBDC
Phone: 715.836.5811
UW-Green Bay SBDC
Phone: 920.465.9010
UW-La Crosse SBDC
Phone: 608.785.8782
UW-Madison SBDC
Phone: 608.263.7680
UW-Milwaukee SBDC
Phone: 414.227.3240
UW-Oshkosh SBDC
Phone: 920.424.1453
800. 232.8939
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Cory L. Nettles,
Secretary
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UW-Platteville

UW-Parkside SBDC: UW-Whitewater SBDC

Kenosha County Office Phone: 262.472.3217
Phone: 262.697.4525 Center for Innovation
Racine County Office Development

Phone: 262.898.7414
UW-Platteville:
Southwest Wisconsin SBDC
Phone: 608.342.1038

Specializing in new product
and market development
Phone: 262.472.1365

UW-River Falls SBDC
Phone: 715.425.0620

UW-Stevens Point SBDC
Phone: 800.898.9472

UW-Superior SBDC
Phone: 715.394.8351
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State SBDC Office
Phone: 608.263.7794

Business AnswerLine
Phone: 1-800-940-7232

www.wisconsinsbdc.org .
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Jim Doyle
Governor

Erica Kauten, State Director
Small Business Development
Center, UW-Extension

-Visit our new web page address at http:/www.commerce.state.wi.us -
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